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Trainees advisory group for the
international campaign to revitalise
academic medicine: Have your say in
shaping the future of medical education,
research and clinical practice
Dear Editor,
I am writing to ask for help from your readers in
an exciting venture to revitalise academic medi-
cine. In recent years, academic medicine has been
placed under increasing pressure by international
health service reforms, shortfalls in funding, and
a lack of career stability. The explosion of molec-
ular biology has compounded these problems with
large amounts of research funding now targeted
toward basic science. The future of academic
medicine is now threatened throughout the world e
this at a time when globalisation, population
health need, and social trends demand that
medicine’s capacity to research, discover, teach,
and innovate are perhaps at its greatest. In an
attempt to help rectify this problem and bring
together international partners and stakeholders,
the BMJ Publishing Group launched a campaign to
promote and revitalise academic medicine in
November 2003.1
Since then, over 40 international journals and
organisations have joined the campaign, and the
debate about the best strategies to revitalise
academic medicine has begun. The project is
centred on four main goals (http:/www.bmj.com/
academicmedicine):
1. To plan the future face of academic medicine
in the 21st Century.
2. To consider the impact of academic medicine
on the rest of medicine and the community at
large.
3. To promote academic medicine in the heart of
the international medical community and the
wider intellectual arena.1743-9191/$ - see front matter  2005 Surgical Associates Ltd. Pu
doi:10.1016/j.ijsu.2005.03.0074. To develop strategies to increase recruitment
to, and job satisfaction of those working in,
academic medicine.2
The campaign aims to be inclusive and encour-
age a broad input of opinions from a wide variety
of interested parties. To achieve this end, key
stakeholders in academic medicine ranging from
patient groups, medical students and practitioners
to industry and government will be asked to offer
their views on why academic medicine may have
gone wrong, and what can be done to improve it.
The input of current trainee doctors considering
spending some or all of their working lives within
an academic discipline is essential.
Trainees have specific concerns about the fu-
ture of academic medicine. Inadequate funding,
the scarcity of post-doctoral posts, and the lack of
a structured training programme mean that career
paths are often uncertain. Many doctors wishing to
pursue research and teaching often receive little
encouragement from senior colleagues, or receive
little support from their peers. These problems are
not only confined to the developed world but exist
to a greater or lesser extent across the globe. As
a result, many talented doctors are put off
pursuing an academic career. Society, the pro-
fession and the individual lose out.
Now is your opportunity to have a say. The
Trainee Advisory Group (TAG) is one of a number of
key groups that will report to the International
Working Party (IWP) of 20 members who are
charged with answering four questions:
1. What are the roles of academic medicine?
2. How well is academic medicine carrying out
these roles?
3. Why is academic medicine failing to fulfil its
roles?
4. For each failure, what ought to be done about
it?
The IWP recognises that trainee doctors are the
future leaders of academic medicine. It willblished by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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ees, as voiced by the TAG, when trying to best
answer these questions and provide solutions.
All specialties within medicine and all regions
across the international community should be
represented. We need as many trainees as possi-
ble, from a wide and diverse range of specialties
and countries, to register their interest in the
campaign. Trainees are invited to submit their
concerns, experiences, frustrations, positive ex-
periences and advice to the TAG. A detailed,
structured questionnaire has been devised, and
we would encourage all trainees to submit their
responses to this. The questionnaire can be found
at http:www.bmj.com/academicmedicine. The re-
sponses to the structured questionnaire will be
analysed by the TAG committee who will present
the findings to the IWP. Our input, along with that
from other professional groups, government agen-
cies, patients and policy think tanks, will help the
party to address the four questions above. The
campaign envisages groups such as the TAG pro-
viding invaluable input to fuel the discussion and
providing a means of sounding out ideas and
suggestions.
As well as assisting the IWP, the TAG will provide
an environment in which trainees with an interest
in academic careers can identify like minded
individuals. There will be differing regional and
specialty based priorities, and so we envisage theformation of local groups once individuals become
associated with the various advisory groups.
A separate student advisory group will be formed
but maintain close links with the TAG.
This is an exciting venture and we hope your
readers will be able to join us.
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